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March 2009 No. 3 
Meeting - Monday March 9th 6:30 PM 

 
Chapter News 

 
March Birthdays  

Jim  Shoemaker 
 

When Trains Ran from Wildwood to Orlando 
Part II 

By Ken Murdock 
 

A rare photograph surfaced on the 24th of February which ties in with 
my article “When Trains Ran from Wildwood to Orlando” in the 
February issue of the Flat Wheel. The photo came from Larry Goolsby, 
Associate Editor of Lines South, via Bill Dusenberry, seeking to 
confirm that it was taken at the Seaboard Air Line’s Orlando depot. 
Well, it was not only taken at the SAL Orlando depot, but it shows the 
mixed train’s passenger consist and Alco RS-3 locomotive waiting in 
front for the return trip to Wildwood. It would pick up the freight cars at 
Modello Yard, about 2.5 miles north of the depot, as it returned to 
Wildwood. Note that the train has been turned and is heading north.  It 
was turned on a wye parallel to Parramore Ave, north of Robinson St. 
and then backed the remaining ¾ mile to the depot. Judging from the 
Chrysler product partially visible in the lower right, it was taken in the 
early 1950’s, shortly before the passenger service was discontinued 
and the depot was demolished for a city parking lot.  
 

 
 

Mixed train #608 waits at the SAL depot in Orlando for 
departure to Wildwood at 8:00 PM. The Alco RS-3 # 1 651 

will pick up its freight cars at Modello Yard, abou t 2.5 miles 
north of the depot. The SAL’s passenger depot and 2  story 

brick freight offices and depot can be seen beyond the 
train. 

 
Further research has revealed that the passenger service was 
discontinued before the passenger depot was demolished in 1955. It 
was discontinued sometime between April 27, 1952, the last timetable 
that we have showing it, and December 1954 when an Employee’s 
Timetable no longer showed it. This is the only photo that I have seen 
of this mixed train that ran for so many years without much fanfare. 

Larry picked it up as a slide from a train show and it was unidentified. 
He gave me permission to publish it in the Flat Wheel. 
 
Larry is presently working on a new book about SAL Postwar 
Passenger Service and plans to include the Wildwood to Orlando 
passenger service in his book. If you’re a Seaboard fan, you will want 
to add this one to your collection. Larry has written several books in 
recent years and has done an outstanding job on all of them. 
 
 

CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER, NRHS 
 

Combined Board & Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

February 9, 2009 
 
 The Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Phil Cross. 
 
The Chapter’s Chaplin David Rhea, led the members and guests in 
prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following Board members were present: Chuck Ansell, Phil Cross, 
Bill Dusenbury, Thomas East, Jerry Honetor, Clarence Hurt, Irv 
Lipscomb, Ken Murdock, and David Rhea. 
 
Recognition of Visitors – Phil Cross 

·  Gordon Campbell 
 
Recognition of Members/Friends Concerns – Phil Cross 
 
Approval of January 2009 Combined Board & Regular Meeting 
Minutes – Phil Cross 

·  David Rhea made a motion to accept the Minutes of the 
January 2009 Combined Board and Regular Meeting as 
printed in “THE FLATWHEEL”. The motion was seconded by 
Clarence Hurt and the motion was accepted unanimously. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – David Rhea 

·  David Rhea summarized the Treasurer’s Report for January 
2009. 

 
Assistant Treasurer’s Report – Jerry Honetor 

·  Reported that Chapter members Clarence Hurt, David Rhea, 
Connie Rhea, and Randall Thorton were recognized as 25 
year members in the NRHS News. 

 
Vice President of Membership & Programs Report – Thomas East 
a. Membership 

·  Thomas East reported that 17 chapter members have not 
renewed their membership. 

 
b. Recent & Upcoming Chapter Events and Field Trips 

·  Phil Cross asked the membership if there was any interest in 
going to visit the Big Boots & Western Annual Winter Steam 
Meet on February 21, 2009. Approximately 8-10 members 
expressed interest. This will be a drop-in event. 
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c. Programs for February and the Coming Months Meetings 

·  Thomas East ask for volunteers or ideas for programs. 
·  Ken Murdock is presenting tonight’s program on “Original 

Shortlines of Florida”. 
·  Clarence Hurt will present the March 2009 program. 

 
Technology Committee – Thomas East 

·  Nothing to report. 
 
Library Committee Report – Jerry Honetor 

·  Jerry Honetor is looking for library software that he can log all 
of the Chapter’s material on. 

 
Vice President of Education – Irv Lipscomb 

·  Reported to the Chapter members the information about 
catering a buffet breakfast for the motor car operators on 
March 14, 2009. The Board of Directors discussed the 
subject at length. 

·  Chuck Ansell made a motion that the Chapter charge $6.00 
each for the buffet breakfast. The motion was seconded by 
David Rhea. The motion was accepted with two opposed, 
Ken Murdock and Al Sharp. 

 
Museum Host Schedule for March 2009 – Irv Lipscomb 

·  Ask for volunteers to fill the following dates: 
March 14, 2009 – Phil Baker 
March 15, 2009 – Gary Dettman 
March 21, 2009 – Irv Lipscomb 
March 22, 2009 – Clarence Hurt 
March 28, 2009 – Irv Lipscomb 
March 29, 2009 – Vic Saul 

 
Museum Curator’s Report – Ken Murdock 

·  Reported that there will be no Chapter work session for 
February. 

·  Jerry Honetor has done a great job inventorying the Rapalje 
collection. 

·  Ken Murdock would like to start inventorying the Chapters 
collection. 

 
Secretary’s Report – Bill Dusenbury 

·  Nothing to report. 
 
Assistant Secretary’s Report – Clarence Hurt 

·  Nothing to report. 
 
Website Master’s Report – Jeff Dearmin 

·  Jeff Dearmin is working on the Chapter’s website. 
 
National Director – Chuck Ansell 

·  Reported Michael Forrester and Al Sharp will be receiving 25 
year pins. 

·  The National will see a dues increase this year. 
·  New NRHS members will now get a pin. 

 
Historian Report – Phil Cross 

·  Missing Flatwheel list – has updated the list. 
·  Chapter Activities Report – current through January 2009. 

Researching to see if anything needs to be added. 
·  T&G Railroad DVD – proceeding slowly. 

 
President’s Report – Phil Cross 

·  The motor cars will visit Winter Garden again on March 14, 
2009. 

·  Annual Bloom and Grow “Spring Fever in the Garden” event 
to be held April 18th and 19th, 2009. Extra volunteers will be 
needed both days at the museum. Ask if the “Trackless Train” 

was booked again this year. Chuck Ansell has not been able 
to contact the person operating the “Trackless Train”. 

·  Annual WGHF Museum Board Golf Tournament will be held 
on Monday, May 11, 2009 at the West Orange Country Club. 
The Golf Tournament Committee would greatly appreciate 
any volunteers from the CFC-NRHS for the day of the 
tournament. The profits from the event help support all three 
museums. 

·  January 2009 Museum  Report – 541 visitors and 241 hours 
donated by the membership. 

·  Appointment of members for 2009 Committees 
Library Committee – Bill Dusenbury and Chuck Ansell 
Membership/Program Committee –  
Technology Committee – Chuck Ansell 
Education Committee –  
FLATWHEEL Committee –  
Museum Committee – Al Sharp and Bill Dusenbury 
Website Committee –  

 
Florida Central Railroad Update – Bill Dusenbury 

·  Nothing to report. 
 
Inland Lakes Railway Update – Neil Bagaus 

·  Inland Lakes Railway had a marvelous January 2009. 
·  The new NW2 locomotive will be painted in the coming 

weeks. 
·  Both the lunch and dinner trains are sold out for Valentines 

Day. 
 
Items from the Membership 

·  Clayton Bishop shared a story about his South Florida 
Railroad lantern 

·  Irv Lipscomb and Ken Murdock suggested the Chapter 
display the Dan Crusie Collection at the museum. 

 
Refreshments for tonight’s Meeting provide by Mike Ryan. 
 
Tonight’s program will be presented by Ken Murdock on Original Short 
Lines of Florida. 
 
Al Sharp made a motion to adjourn the Meeting. Al Pfeiffer seconded 
the motion and the motion was accepted unanimously. The Meeting 
was adjourned at 8:20pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
William C. Dusenbury 
Secretary 
 

Flatwheel  
Delivery of the Flatwheel by email in PDF format is available. If you 
wish to signup, please send me an email or talk to me at the meeting. 
 
I’m always looking for reader articles and photos. Did you do any rail 
fanning on your vacation? Tell us about it! When giving me photos 
etc., please put you name on them so I can return them promptly. 
 

 
Other RR News 

 
N&W Historic Steam Engine  Escapes Scrap  

The builder of a roadside restaurant attraction in Ohio has 
claimed one of four steam engines abandoned in a Roanoke 
scrap yard. 
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Terry Byrne intends to haul off his find today aboard a 
supersized trailer. 

"I want to let the engine live on," Byrne said. 

Two cranes are scheduled to hoist the 105-year-old engine 
from a track to a trailer behind 1600 S. Jefferson St. this 
morning. A driver will haul the locomotive through Southwest 
Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky before reaching central 
Ohio.  

 

With that, Roanoke will lose one of the historic railroad engines 
parked around the community in conditions ranging from 
restored to rusting out.  

The engine bound for Ohio is a deteriorated, stripped-down 
Norfolk & Western Railway steam locomotive, No. 917, that 
belongs to a group owned for many years by Virginia Scrap Iron 
and Metal. 

The scrap company, which is winding down its operations, 
authorized Byrne to remove No. 917. Byrne said he is getting 
the locomotive for free, but his relocation and refurbishment 
costs will come to about $70,000. 

The Roanoke Redevelopment and Housing Authority, which 
recently bought the scrap yard, confirmed that the engine is 
Byrne's to take by virtue of a previous deal. 

Byrne said the engine will head up a roadside attraction outside 
Bellville beside Interstate 71 between Columbus and Cleveland.  

He intends to couple the engine to a car and caboose already 
there, build a housing for a restaurant kitchen that resembles a 
train depot and operate a 24-hour diner. 

The hope is motorists and locals will be drawn to the engine 
once it is rebuilt and repainted and grab a table in the car or 
caboose for something to eat. 

Byrne, who owns a heavy equipment manufacturing company, 
said in Roanoke this week that he learned about the engine 
from a Web site and saw it as the ideal piece to complete his 
restaurant project. The engine stands as an example of the 

railroad "workhorses" that helped build the United States and is 
of great public interest. 

In the end, "I'll have fake smoke coming out of the smokestack," 
Byrne said. 

Byrne said he cleared years of overgrown vegetation and 
debris to reach the engine.  

"It's like digging up an old grave," he said. 

There were a few surprises along the way.  

Although he selected the lightest and smallest of four steam 
locomotives present, its reported weight was 25,000 pounds too 
heavy for highway transport. It was also too tall, too long and 
too wide.  

Using a blow torch and crane, he and others cut away parts 
including the cab and smoke stack to be reattached later. He 
thinks he brought the weight down to about 75 tons and the 
size to within specifications for a 138-foot trailer ordered for the 
move. 

Mary Ann Ward, who worked for 30 years for the scrap yard, 
said she intends to be outside watching when the old engine 
leaves the tracks. It's been there since 1950. 

"We're very interested in seeing it moved, as to how they're 
going to do it," she said. 

The engine's extraction will have a certain must-see quality for 
rail fans, who have rooted from near and far for someone to 
come along with the cash to save the locomotives.  

Richard Jenkins is a Web designer in Lawrence, Mass., who 
posted pictures and data at his site called "The Lost Engines of 
Roanoke." 

"These things definitely don't belong in a junkyard. They belong 
in a museum somewhere. So it's definitely good to see at least 
one of them going to a good home," he said.  

"The steam locomotive is really the closest mankind has come 
to [building] a living machine. If you stand next to the thing, you 
feel the warmth of the boiler, and you smell the hot oil and coal 
smoke." 

It moves with a sense of purpose and power, he said. "Very few 
machines these days have that kind of charisma."  
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The Museum:  is located in downtown 
Winter Garden at 101 South Boyd Street, 
Winter Garden, FL     34787 
 
It is open to visitors on Daily 1-5 PM , 
excluding holidays, or by special 
arrangements. 
 

THE FLATWHEEL 
1354 Foxfire Drive 
Apopka, FL  32712 
 
March 2009 

The Central Florida Chapter  of the NRHS 
meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 
PM at the museum location. Guests and visitors 
are encouraged to attend. The executive board 
meets at 6:30 PM of the same evening unless 
otherwise announced. 
 
Club correspondence and other materials for the 
club should be sent to: 
 
CFC-NRHS 
PO Box 770567 
Winter Garden, FL 34777-0567 
 
Web page: http://www.cfcnrhs.org 
 
Flatwheel-  Material for the Flatwheel (including 
exchange newsletters) should be sent to: 
 
The Flatwheel 
Kim Fallon, Editor 
1354 Foxfire Drive 
Apopka, FL 32712 
407-884-5342 (home) 
 
Email: WB2GRX@cfl.rr.com 
 


